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Bartlett, dealers Wawng ﬂag bl]l

; Legislation would override
- Tules prohibiting displays

. By GweNeETH K. SnHaw
| SURNATIONAL STAFP

_ WASHINGTON — Hugh
. Warner has been selling flegs in

Frederick for 30 years — ones as

- varied as the standard Old
¢ Glory and a reproduction of the

: banner of the Irish Brigade. 86
: when he heard at a convention
+ last year about a Florida man

.

who'd been barred from flying a

flag by his homeowners assceia-
«tion, his professionsal pride was

. affronted, along with his patnot,-_

fsrn.

‘Warner did what d.tsg‘mntled'
constituents Al over the country

do every day. He picked up the
phone and ecalled his congress-

* mam, Rep. Roscoe G, Bartlett.

EIra

Bartlett, a Republican who-

represents Frederick and a large
swath of Western Maryland, was

-owtraged. He introduced a bill

iast fal to override rules prohib-
iting flag displays; when it died
before reaching. a eommitiee

_vote, he proposed it again this
‘year,

“T'nis is more than just free
speech,” Bartlett said of the re-

-strictions that some homeown-
* ers assoeiations and condomini-
¢ ums have on flags and flagpoles.
* “This is a real dishonor to those .

. who have fought and died, and
. to their families”

This year, Bartlett iz using pa-"

 trigtic holidays, including Flag
" Day and Independenée Day, to

¢ promote his bill. He drew hope,
. too, from President Bush's re-
: minder to Americans during a

speech last week {o fly their
flags on the Fourth of July.
1 think If you put this to a

vote of the majority of the Amer-
. lean people, it would pass eas-
ily, Bartleti said.

Warner and flag dealers.

across. the eountry are working
on a grass-roots version of that

vote. Wamner took Bartletd’s leg-

{station to this year's gathering
of the National Independent
Flag Dealers Assoclation, and

* he hands petitionz to anyone

who will take them. He said he's

3

puzzled thai the bill hasn't
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Hugh Warner, wha sells ﬂags in Frederick, called R.ep R.oscoe G. Bartlett when he heard abouta .
homeawners association’s Borbidding someone from displaying a flag. .

gained rore traction in Cona

"“T would think that would. be
something that the Demaocrais
would jump on and the Bepubli-
cang would jump on” Warner
said.

“The flag is a passi(}natf- issue
fur many people, especlally vet.
erans, said Beilinda Hennedy,
owner of a flag shop I8 Hunts-
ville, Ala, and president of the
dealers asssclatwn

When a homeowners associa-
tion says they ean’t do what

they want, she said, “people get

their nose bent out of shape
pretiy quick about that”
Restrictions on flags, which

often -revolve around a home-.

owner's deslre to put up a flag-
pele, have become eontroversial

An several states. Some, includ-

ing Colorado, Florida and Mary-

land, have changed their laws to.

allow peopie to fly flags.

Frank Rathburn, a4 spokes-
man for the Community Associ-
ations Institute, sald about 54

‘million people live within the

274,000 associations in the
United States, inchuding home-

-owners groups, condominium

associations, and cooperatives.

Confliets between property:

owners and associations occur
regularly, he sald, and the flag
tssue has eropped up frequently.

The institute, he said, encour-
ages members £o tréat everyone

{fairly and be as flexible gs possi-

ble. For example, Rathburn
said, after the Sept. 11 aitacks,

the institute wrged members o
. relax flag restrictions for a few

months to allow homeowners 10
axpress thelr patriotism, .

The group worked with Mary-
land lawimakers on legislation,
passed last year, fo supersede
rides on flags in the state, sald
Tom Schild, a Silver Spring law-
yer who Is vice chalrman of the
legislative commitiee for Mary-

land’s chapter of the institute.

Sehild said the bill presereed
some comman-sense rules for
associations.

“These communities come in

all sizes and shapes,” Schild
sald, noting that high-rise con-
dominium Buildings are com-
mor. “Do you really want vour
flag flying on the 14th story

without some reg‘ulation af how
ft's mounted?”

Sechild said he could net recaﬂ
a major case in Maryland involv
ing & dispute between & prop-
erty owner and an association.

Behlld satd he is’ concerned
that Bartlett's bill might be too |

broad. But Bartlett said his leg-

islation would allow &ssocia- |
tions to control some elements
for practical or safety reasons. |
An enormous American flag, he

‘said, might be a great thing for a

CiT dealership mut not for a resi-
dentlal neighborhiood.

Bartlett, who was eiected i
1992, Imcws that it often takes
years for legislation to move
from introduction to passage.
He ssid he'll keep introducing it |
-- and keep promoting it when
national pride runs highest —

-until he gets his ehance io bring

it to the House floor for a vote.
“Certainly, if it comes up, it
wil be passed with an over-
whelming vote. The question is
when,” he said. “You have to
have both patience and per-
severance,” i
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